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Abstract 
The purpose of this study is to determine the social studies teacher candidates’ perceptions about media literacy by using a survey 
method. A semi-structured interview was conducted with 30 social studies teacher candidates who were  senior class students in 
2010-2011 academic year at Erciyes University, Social Studies Teaching Program and the data was analyzed by using descriptive 
analysis technique. Questions were prepared based on "5 key questions and 5 main concepts" proposed by the Center for Media 
Literacy. According to the study findings, the teacher candidates are unaware of some subjects which are a main requirement for 
critical standpoint concerning media literacy concepts. 
© 2012 Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
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1. Introduction 
Nowadays, media has become a central and indispensable part of the life. The need for re-identification of the 
educative objective and aim is clearly adumbrated as importance and the effect of the media on the process of 
socialization is accreted. For this reason, it has clearly emerged the need for articulating the redounding proficiency 
of ability to differentiate reality from fiction, to assess the general mechanism of media, and to analysis and to assess 
of media messages to children, the defenseless audience against visual, audio and press media to the education’s 
main purpose from elementary education; by creating an aware and critical consumer and acquiring, moreover, 
realization of being a media producer from them (Elma et al, 2009:95). 
Media literacy, as a concept has many definitions. Hobbs (1994) claimed that media education in the United 
States is “a child with a thousand names”. According to the definition established by the National Leadership 
Conference on Media Literacy, media literacy is the ability to access, analyze, evaluate, and produce 
communication in a variety of forms (Aufderheide:1993). Basically, a media literate person can think critically about 
what they see, hear and read in mass media means such as books, newspapers, magazines, television, radio, movies, 
music, advertising and the internet. (Kıncal and Kartal, 2009 cited in Akşit and Yıldız,2010).  
When studies about media literacy on the world and regulation on education of media literacy are considered, on 
1930s, media literacy was an anti-media education which fought against the manipulative nature of the media. First, 
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media literacy had started as a non-governmental social movement in the west (Canada, Scotland, Australia, USA 
and in some of European states), following this, by acceptance of governmental officials, it has taken its place in 
elementary school curriculums. Consequently, from the beginning, media literacy was formed over education 
against the negative effects of media; especially  ).   
Turkey is at the very beginning of the road in this field since the change has started after the foundation of the 
non-governmental organizations and universities were represented, whereas it contributed to the development of 
media literacy.  Through conclusion of a conference of Media and Violence Sub Working Group platform, in 
question was a report produced in which the necessity for media literacy training in the curriculum of elementary 
and secondary education is highlighted (Altun, 2009). The media literacy course is given at the elementary school 
was possibly via a tentative practice, which included five province in 2006. Since 2007-2008 academic year, it was 
decided that the course be taught  by social science teachers for an hour per week and once in 6th, 7th, and 8th grades 
of the elementary school as a selective course. 
2. The Aim, Method and Bounds of the Study 
In Turkey, the media literacy course which was started as a late practice was taught by a social science teacher. 
were supposed to teach media literacy, about it. In this research context, teacher candidates are asked to complete a  
survey which was prepared based on five key questions concerning media literacy suggested by the Center for 
Media Literacy in USA and five main concepts corresponding to them. In the context of the study, teacher 
media literacy?, Why it is necessary to have the ability of media literacy?, if they consider themselves adequate or 
not?, What do they understand being built of the media messages?, What kind of persuasion techniques are used in 
media messages?, What values, lifestyles and points of view are exalted?. 
The research findings are bound to opinions of the 30 senior class students who are social science candidates, in 
2010-2011 academic years at Erciyes University, Faculty of Education, Department of Primary Education, Social 
Studies Teaching Program. In the research, criterion sampling method, one of the purposive sampling methods, is 
used and the study is achieved by volunteer senior class students. This study is managed by a semi-structured 
interview based on qualitative research techniques with a pre-pared form which is scrutinized and amended by field 
professionals. Data obtained are analyzed according to Descriptive Analysis, one of the data analysis approach. In 
Descriptive Analysis, acquired data are summed up and interpreted dependent on pre-chosen themes. Qualitative 
data are digitalized and the frequencies of the data are given in the tables.   
3. Findings  
The findings are shown in the form of frequencies in the tables; the comments of the teacher candidates are also 
included.  
"What is the first thing that occurs to you when media is mentioned?" is asked to social science teacher 
candidates and the results is given in  
Table 1  
Table 1 First thing occurs when media is mentioned according to social science teacher candidates 
First Mass Media Means f 
Television 24 
Internet 6 
Development of the communication technologies in recent years is the indicator of universality and the 
domination of the television over the other mass media means. It is worrying that no candidates who will be next 
educators highlight on press.  
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"What is media literacy?" is asked to Social science teacher candidates and the results are given in   
Table 2.  
Table 2 Media Literacy according to social science teacher candidates 
 Media Literacy is f 
Comprehension and interpretation of media messages 11 
Having knowledge and background about media 5 
Following media 9 
An education for working in TV channels 1 
Having the ability to choose program 2 
Following program with alternative opinion  2 
Although the participant could not give a comprehensive description of the subject in hand, with an optimistic 
point of view, the answers mostly related to a media literate. Although answers such as understanding, interpreting 
media messages; being responsive and reception with alternate an approach while using media; having the ability to 
choose a program is the indication of being familiar with media literacy concept which, recently, was talked about in 
Turkey, the level of awareness is not enough for course teachers.  
"Do you consider yourselves as media literate? Why?" is asked to Social science teacher candidates and the 
results are given in  
Table 3 Opinion about being a media literate 
Table 3 Opinion about being a media literate 




The ones who said yes  stated that they were media literate because they always followed the internet and 
newspaper. Only one of them considered himself media literate due to his critical approach to messages. Three of 
the ones who said they did not get the education and the other five said they did not neither 
followed the agenda, nor have computer or subscribed to newspapers and magazine. Three of the ones who said 
thought they 
somewhat followed the media for example they could get the message from the film they watched. Candidates are 
equated being a media literate with being a media messages receptor. In the curriculum of the social science 
teacher, is the media literacy ability being brought to the candidates? is asked to Social science teacher candidates 
and the results are given in Table 4 suggestion on this subject is given in Table 5 
Table 4 In the social science curriculum state of the candidates 
getting ability of it. 
Are you being media literate f 
No 21 
Partially 9 
Table 5 Suggestion about the education 
Suggestion f 
Media Literacy course should be added 28 
Practical study need to be done in classroom   (TV programs and 
newspaper should be examined) 2 
 
In Turkey, media literacy is thought as a social science program in some education faculties as a selective course 
though it might not succeed due to a lack of willing students. It is a paradoxical situation that most social science 
teacher have to teach this course although they have not enrolled in media literacy during their studentship.  
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What do they understand is being built by the media messages? is asked to Social science teacher candidates 
and the results are given in Table 6. 
Table 6 Opinion about the building of media messages 
 Opinion about the being built of media messages f 
Media is not objective 10 
Messages are changed politically 8 
No comment 6 
To evidently impose some ideas  3 
To attractively introduce messages  2 
To consider society as commercial fact 1 
To be aware of the media messages being built and thus describing the fact at hand are representations of being in 
the proximity of both media and media literacy. The given answers (objectivity, being political, commercial worry, 
try to be attractive, and manipulation) show that they are not far from media literacy. But building messages is not 
described entirely.  
is asked to Social science teacher 
candidates and the results are given in Table 7. 
Table 7 Opinion about media content 
Content of Media Content f 
To impose west culture (different ideas) 15 
To inform the society about actual news and development on the 
world 10 
To gain economic profit 1 
To increase rating 4 
Candidates mostly consider the purpose of media as imposing western culture. This can be explained both by the 
ideology of the participant and by the popularity of criticism towards media. On the other hand, 10 candidates, with 
an optimistic point of view, determine that the main purpose is to inform the society about actual news and 
development in the world. Only 5 candidates dictate that the main purpose is to increase ratings and to gain profit 
indicating that the candidates do not get the important motive of being profitable.  
What is the persuasion technique of media? is asked to social science teacher candidates and the results are 
given in Table 8. 
Table 8 Opinion about persuasion technique. 
Persuasion Technique f 
To use trustworthy or admirable famous person in commercial  11 
Commercial 4 
Point of view, music, voice 2 
Sexuality/beautiful  3 
To give the same message continuously 2 
To project real or near real situation 2 
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To use body language 1 
To give present 1 
Answers from the candidates show that they, mostly, think persuasion is related to commercials. Thus, the 
answers of 15 candidates directly connected with commercials and the others are reminded of the methods of 
persuasion via commercials. The candidates did not mention the persuasive practising based on visuals, especially in 
TV, for strengthening the reality claim. Besides, they did not mention an alternate type and content in media 
generally.  
What is necessary for critical point of view about media? is asked to Social science teacher candidates and the 
results are given at Error! Reference source not found.. 
Table 9 Opinion about necessary things for critical point of view. 
Necessary Things for critical point of view about media F 
Education 17 
Following actual news 5 
A critical point of view 8 
The candidates, generally, specifies education on this subject. Five candidates who thought they could get the 
critical consciousness by following an 
is far from being meaningful.  
4. Conclusion 
The percentage of students who chose the media literacy course is 10.18 % in 2010-2011 in which only the 
407.976 students out of 4.336.000 took the course (http://www.medyaokuryazarligi.org.tr/ moy.html, access: 24 
November 2011). Because it is a selective course, it is not open in most of the elementary schools. Therfore the 
number of students enrolling in the course is low despite the efforts of RTUK who try to increase the awareness and 
the interest towards it coincides with the findings of this study. Thus the teachers who do not have enough attribute, 
give the course,  also the candidates , and decrease the interest and willingness towards it. The findings of the study 
show that candidates are far from the media, media literacy concept and attributes. The main proposal is to put into 
practice the rightful effort of a group of graduates from the communication faculties about giving this course, for a 
while now, and the government to introduce legal regulation to have the course taught by communication faculty 
graduates. Otherwise the problematic and ineligible education system regarding media literacy will continue. 
Finally, in Turkey, it can be said that the importance of media literacy and essential awareness concerning educating 
on every occasion are not constituted. The main indicator of this proposal is that other than RTUK, no non-
governmental organization advocates the subject.  
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